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In fulfilment of the normal custom hallowed by centuries, we send to Your
Grace this Easter message from the Holy City of Jerusalem on the occasion of
this great, glorious and notable day of the wondrous and life-bringing Resur-
rection from the Dead of our Saviour Jesus Christ, with the inexpressibly great
greeting, Christ is Risen!

We greet you and joyously unite with you in warm prayer to the Lord to
preserve Your Beatitude in health, that you may joyfully for many peaceful
years celebrate the universal festival of this light-bringing and momentous day,
for the well-being and increase in faith of the national heritage entrusted to you
by the grace of God, and for many years command and steer the ship of the
Holy Church guided by you.

We consider it our duty to express through you in a brotherly manner our
Easter prayers and brotherly greetings to the Hierarchs and beloved brothers in
Christ who are with Your Beatitude, embracing them with you in Christ risen
from the dead, and with this we conclude.

Brother, beloved In Christ, of Your Beatitude,,

PATRIARCH TIMOTHY.
Holy City of Jerusalem.,

23 March, 1942.

THE EASTERN PATRIARCHS PRAY FOR OUR  SOLDIERS
A voice from Yaroslavl

Archpriest Vladimir Gradusov of Yaroslavl, in his report to the Metropolitan
Sergius, writes among other things:

"I carried out in my church your instructions [about the publication in the
churches of the telegram of Christopher, Patriarch of Alexandria] at the first
holy day service today, 8 March.

"The announcement was very warmly received by the worshippers, many of
whom had tears of emotion in their eyes. It was particularly moving when I
said to the believers: 'Console yourselves, mothers and wives, for your dear
sons and husbands fighting on the fronts, a prayer is being offered up, not only
by our Russian Church but also by the ancient Apostolic Alexandrian Church
in the person of its Head, the successor of the holy apostle Mark, the venerable
Patriarch Christopher. Accept with love his blessing, made fragrant by the
aroma of the blessed Thebaid. . . .'"

THE ORTHODOX CHURCHES IN AMERICA ARE TRUE TO THE
RUSSIAN MOTHER CHURCH
The Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate in the United States, Metropolitan
Benjamin, has been chosen as Honorary President of the Russo-American Aid
for Russia Committee.
The North American Metropolitan Platon (Rozhdestvensky), having
acknowledged in 1928 the canonical jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Sergius as
head of the Russian Orthodox Church, renounced the Mother-Church in 1933,
and on his own authority announced the autonomy of the North American
eparchy, for which, on 16 August, 1933, his case was referred by the Moscow